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GOP 
grapples 
with tax 
winners, 
losers 


Affluent voters 
in suburbs here 
could feel bite 


By Kevin Diaz 


PLANT'S STRUGGLES IN THE STORM 


NINE DAYS 
OF CHAOS 


WASHINGTON — 
Asked to define the middle 
lass, Texas US. Rep. Kevin 
Brady, the top tax writer in 
Congress, told reporters 
recently that the answer 
depends on where you live 
‘The landmark GOP tax 
bill headed for a House 
vote Thursday reflects that 
nebulous and hyper-local 
calculus. It would distrib- 
ute promised middle-class 
tax relief unevenly among 
different states and even 
ZIP codes, with regional 
disparities based largely on 
how communities handle 
stateand local sales taxes. 
Muchoftheeriticismhas 
come from Democrats and 
Republicans in high-tax, 
Democratic-leaning states 
like California, Ilinois and 
New York that could actu- 
ally see their overall tax 
burdens tise, 
Buttheeffectsalso might 
be seen in Houston and 
other parts of Texas, a state 
with no income tax but 
comparatively high prop- 
erty taxes, particularly in 
‘Millions continues on A13 


Arkema documents show poor planning, mechanical failures 
led to chemical fires during the worst of Hurricane Harvey 


local residents to dangerous fumes and 
pulled emergency staffers away from hur- 
ricane recovery ata critical time. 

Arkema officials argue that unprece- 
dented floods madeit impossible to prevent 
its chemicals from catching fire. The site 
had only seen up to 2 feet of flooding in the 
Past, company officials said. 

"The Chronicle obtained Arkema'sinter- 


By Matt Dempsey and Jacob Carpenter 


Prior to the chemical fire at its Crosby plant, Arkema underestimated 
the potential for storm damage and failed to keep essential backup 
power protected from rising floodwaters, documents obtained by the 
Houston Chronicle show. 


Getty images 
Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions said he couldn't 


recall a campaign aide's 
briefing on Russia, 


Sessions 
denies he 
lied about 
Russia 


By Matt Apuzzo 
and Nicholas Fandos 


WASHINGTON — At- 
torney General Jeff Ses- 
sions on Tuesday again 
denied lying to Congress 
about the Trump cam- 
paign's ties to Russia, say- 
ing he had forgotten about 
a campaign round-table 
in which an aide touted 
his Russian connections 
and suggested arranging a 
meeting for Donald Trump 
in Moscow. 

But even as Sessions 
remained hazy on the de- 
tails, he was adamant that 
he had swiftly rejected the 
aide's suggestion, 

“I have always told the 
truth,” Sessions told the 
House Judiciary Commit- 
tee, adding that he stood 
by his previous testimony 

Sessions continues on A17 


CONGRESS 


Obamacare targeted 


Senate Republicans are targeting 
the Affordable Care Act's mandate 


Poor planning and a series of cascad- 
ing equipment failures led to dangerous 
chemicals erupting into flame in late Au- 
gust during the height of Hurricane Har- 
vey. The misealculations indicate the com- 
pany’s lack of preparation for more than 
3fectof flooding, reflected by an emergency 
‘management plan that barely addressed 
how to handle such a storm, 


>» Read the US. Environmental Protection 

Agency documents obtained by the Houston 

Chronicle related tothe agency's investigation. 
HoustonChronicle.com/arkema 


‘Those judgments led to the burning of 
nine trailers containing the company's 
stockpile of organic peroxides, The result 

ing inferno exposed first responders and 


nal records from the US. Environmental 
Protection Agency and conducted inter 
views with government employees with 
knowledge of ongoing investigations of 
the events at the plant. The emerging pic- 
ture reveals nine days of chaos, culminat- 
ing with the decision to intentionally burn 
chemicals that posed a danger to the public. 

Arkema continues on A15 


A member of Arkema’s crew who was riding out Hurricane Harvey takes a last look at the flooded facility 
as he evacuates the Crosby site days after the devastating storm made landfall. 


Cafeteria comes back from ashes 


Destroyed by fire last year, the haven 
for comfort food is ready to dish it up 


By Greg Morago 


George Mickelis is 
lousy at keeping a secret. 
So are his customers, 

“I invited 100 people, 
and 500 showed up,” he 


said, back. word of mouth,” he said. 
‘They filled the parking Houston's beloved, And that travels fast, it 
lot, some having to park old-school, made-from- seems, when it comes to 


blocks away. They de- 
scended on steam tables 
loaded with roast beef, 
baked chicken, fried had- 


destroyed it on 


NATION 


Random rampage 


‘A gunman choosing his targets 
at random opens fire "without 


dock, chicken fried steak, an 
lima beans, baked squash, 
broccoli casserole and pie. 
And they savored the mo- 
ment, one they'd been an- 
ticipating for more than a 
year: Cleburne Cafeteria is 


scratch, comfort food ha- 
ven — closed since a fire 


2016 — has reopened at 


3606 Bissonnet. On Tues- 
day, Mickelis invited some 
of his best customers and 
friends for a free meal — 
perimental run” to 
test the kitchen and the 
staff, He was expecting a 
crowd, but Mickelis po- 
litely called what he got 
'biblical” in intensity. 
‘This is all li 


ally 


Cleburne Cafeteria. 
Buster Freedman, a 
customer since the days 
Owner continues on A13 


April 26, 


Obituaries. 
Outiook 


Cleburne Cafeteria owner George Mickelis greets 
Iongtime customer Tongula Steddum during the 
restaurant's soft opening Tuesday. 
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as a way to pay for cutting corporate 
taxes and individual rates, Page A10 


provocation” in a tiny California 


town, killing 4 people. Page ATO Twitter: @HoustonChron 


Facebook: HoustonChronicle 5! 
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